AtlTOBIOGRAPHY OF MARTIN  VAN  BUREN.
tive feebleness. Newly appointed Senators often spent portions of the session previous to the 4th of March on which they were entitled to take their seats at Washington and much 'of the time in the Senate Chamber preparatory to becoming actors themselves, and I seldom failed to discover in the faces of the younger men of this class a disappointment in the character and proceedings of the body to which they had been chosen; a feeling which frequently inspired them with a degree of confidence and self-sufficiency on their first appearance which the Senate always understood and seldom omitted to correct in a way alike efficacious and decorous. Col. Hayne was a marked subject of this feeling as he was also of the appliances designed to remove it. He entered at once into the debates and without the slightest embarrassment spoke fluently, intelligibly, sometimes forcibly but often without the slightest effect. Whilst he was himself treated with proper respect, motions, arguments and opinions which he deemed very conclusive, were sometimes disposed of in a summary and unceremonious way not [at] all consistent with the weight to ° which he deemed them entitled. In short, altho' no one appeared to be specially disposed to thwart him there was an invisible but continual filling of his pockets with lead by which his career was seriously obstructed. His disappointment was always seen in his expressive countenance and once to my knowledge spoken out. No one informed him of the cause, but he did not fail to discover it himself, or to take promptly the steps to remedy the evil. From originating propositions himself he became obviously desirous to follow the lead of others—instead of the usual confident and ess-cathedra way of advancing his opinions they were now expressed with diffidence in moderate terms with well conceived expressions of deference to those of the elder and more experienced members of the Senate. The change was observed and appreciated. He had not only thereafter no more reason than any other member of the Senate to complain of its want of consideration for what he said or did, but he contracted a habit of acting and speaking in the body which was of great value to him there and would have been equally useful to him in any after stage of public life.
The revulsion in trade and business of every description in 1837 produced a clamor for a revival of the Bankrupt system from large portions of the people who had ruined themselves by their own improvidence. Among the many questions put to me by my opponents in the canvass of 1840—numerous enough to fill a volume— and answered notwithstanding the silence in which by their advice their own candidate was shrouded, ther<e were several calling for my opinion upon that subject. I took in my replies the same
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